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This is A Day of New Beginnings…

by Rev. Bruce Fensterbush

This is the title of a hymn written by Brian Wren and set to a tune written by Carlton Young. It speaks of the
new beginning that is available for all of us when we give our lives to Christ. It is a song of hope and faith
and I find it to be very inspirational and uplifting.
New beginnings can be wonderful. Each year at this time we celebrate many new beginnings in the lives of
our young people. School will soon be underway and that brings a change of grade for our children and
youth and perhaps even a change in school. This change can bring a great deal of anxiety into a young
person’s life as they take on new challenges in the classroom or in their extra curricular activities. The
change in grade may also mean making new friends which can be difficult.
Many of our young adults experience new beginnings in college or graduate school or in a new work place.
While exciting, these changes can bring with them a great deal of uncertainty. Learning at the post high
school level requires discipline and self motivation. Starting a new job requires patience and careful
attention to detail.
While it is true that new beginnings are exciting, they can also be stressful.
I have discovered over the years that I can reduce the stress of the new beginnings I face by telling myself
over and over that I am not alone in this new thing. Christ is with me. In fact, He is always with me. That is
His promise to his disciples in Matthew 28:20. “And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the

age.”
This truth is a comfort to me and it gives me strength in those times when I am uncertain about some new
or challenging thing that I must face. This truth is also echoed in the fourth verse of the hymn I mentioned
earlier. It reads:
Christ is alive, and goes before us
To show and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings;
Our God is making all things new.
If you are facing a “new beginning” today, take heart. You don’t face it alone. Trust in Christ’s promise to
go with you all the way. Till next time…

Pastor Bruce
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Christian Education News
Adult Sunday School Classes – New class members are always welcome! Please do not think you have to wait
for a new study to join! Check out all the classes until you find a class just right for you. Classes meet from
9:45 to 10:45 every Sunday morning.
B.A.S.I.C. Brothers and Sisters in Christ Adult Class (Room 8)
Format of class: Discussion/DVD
Leader: Harry Owens
Current Study: The Story, Getting to the Heart of God’s Story by Randy Frazee
Loyal Bible Adult Class (Room 9/10)
Format of class: Lecture
Leader: Rotating Leaders – See Wayne Schwartz for details
Current Study: The International Uniform Series is a 6-year plan for reading and studying the
Bible. The International Uniform Series believes the Bible is the record of God in Christ, the key resource for
understanding the Christian faith, being under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and the fellowship of His
Spirit. This Fall quarter is concentrated on the theme “Responding to God’s Grace” and study Scripture
passages from Pentateuch, I Samuel, I Kings, Luke, Epistles.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Children’s Activities

by Connie Vail

Thanks to all the volunteers and Bright Beginnings Day Care workers who helped make Vacation Bible School
so much fun. Otterbein is blessed with so many talented people! Thanks for using your gifts to make our
ATHENS adventure possible.

Children's Church / Sunday School
With the early start of the school year, we will also start Children's Church early this year. On August 25th
during the 10:45 am service all kids ages 4 to 5th grade are welcome to attend Children's Church for stories
and activities in room 5. The children will be dismissed for this ministry around 11:15 am till the end of the
service.
Volunteers are needed for this ministry and also for Sunday school. Please check out the bulletin board across
from room 5 to sign up for a Sunday or two. At least two unrelated adults are needed for any children's
ministry activities for safety.

Weekly activities
Pioneer Girls, for girls in grades 1 - 9, meets Wednesday nights, starting September 4th from 6 pm to 7:30 pm,
works on Bible badges and activity badges.
Cub Scout Pack 171 meets on Monday nights at 7 pm.
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News & Notes
MS Support Group. September

23rd

The
at 6:30 pm

and October 28th at 6:30 pm. The October meeting
will be the last one at Otterbein UMC.

Cash for Causes Fundraiser: We are participating in
Giant Food Stores “Cash for Causes” community
fundraising program, as well as the Karns Gift Card
Community fundraiser program. For each gift card we

Administrative Council is scheduled to meet on

sell, we keep 5% to use as we choose. Cards are

Sunday, November 17th at 1:30 pm in room 8. The

available in $25 and $50 amounts. Otterbein has decided

meeting minutes and other handouts will be

to use the money to purchase equipment for the church.

emailed to council members prior to the meeting.

Gift cards are to be used for everyday purchases like
groceries and gas. They are available for purchase the

Annual Church Conference Meeting is
scheduled for Sunday, December 8th at 3:00 pm.

first Sunday of the month in the narthex and anytime
during the week in the office. This is a great fundraising
opportunity for us. So far, we have raised over $7,700.

Holy Communion will be served in all worship
services on September 1st and on World Communion
Sunday which is October 6th.

Blood Pressure Screenings are the first Sunday
of the month at 9:30 am in the cry room.

Disciple 1 Bible Study We hope you have been
prayerfully considering attending the DISCIPLE I Bible
study program being offered starting in the Fall. This
disciplined study is an organized, 34-week, deep,
challenging and thought-provoking study. Classes will be
held on Thursday nights beginning on September 5th,

Seniors Luncheon Group will meet on September with an orientation session on August 29th. You are
3rd at 11:30 am at Hickory Ridge Restaurant and on
October 1st at Cracker Barrel at 11:30 am. Please
contact Connie Calaman at 717-249-4231 if you

invited to join the Disciple I study leaders, Brenda Brehm
and Rosa Seyfried, in this commitment to strengthen
your discipleship. A sign-up sheet is posted on the

plan on attending.

bulletin board outside the office. There are also displays

Congregational Care (prayer list and hospital

look at the study materials and the class schedule, and

visits). Please notify the church office if you or a
family member is in the hospital and would like a
pastoral visit. Hospitals rarely notify the church when
a member is a patient (confidentiality rules apply).
If you or a family member needs to be added
to the prayer list, please contact the church office or
Pastor Bruce via phone or email.
Church office phone number is 717-2586704 X 0. Email is: office@otterbeinumccarlisle.org
Pastor Bruce’s phone number is 717-6597695. Email is: bfensterbush@susumc.org

on Sunday mornings where you will be able to take a
will have an opportunity to ask questions about the
study. Every step you take along your faith journey
brings you closer to Jesus…so we thank you for
considering taking this step towards the Cross!

Community Aid Bin Thank you to everyone who has
donated clothing, shoes and small household items to
Community Aid through the bin in our parking lot. Year
to date, we have received $1,060 for the donations.
We’ve had the bin in our parking lot since 2015 and have
received a total of $3,624 from Community Aid.
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United Methodist Women

by Alice Franklin

Welcome back United Methodist Women to our regularly scheduled meetings on the second Tuesday of most
months. Our first meeting will be September 10th at 7 PM in room 8, beside the kitchen. Most meetings last
about an hour and all ladies of the church are invited to join us for devotions, fellowship, and planning. The
October meeting is the 8th at 7PM. Our Jewish friends will be celebrating Yom Kippur that evening beginning at
sundown.
IT IS TIME FOR THE FALL CHICKEN POT PIE, OCTOBER 25TH! All women are invited to the dough making in the
kitchen on October 24th, and then actually making the pot pie on the morning of October 25 th. Pick up for the
pot pie will be after 1 PM, Friday Oct. 25th. Cost is $6.00 a quart. Be sure to check the bulletin for any last
minute changes.

Youth Ministries

By Megan Wilson

The Otterbein Youth Group has had a fun and event filled summer! Starting off in June we had a small
group mission team head to Redbird in Kentucky. We helped a young family by doing the under skirting of
their mobile home and we built a back staircase and front porch. We also helped serve a local church plant,
had a picnic at Pinchot Park, and got to meet the Zimmerman family from Nepal. At the end of July we were
able to attend our summer event IMPACT and it was a beautiful time of worship, learning, growing as a group,
and having fun together! Thank you for all your prayers and support of the youth group this summer.
The youth group will begin its regular scheduled meeting time starting on Sunday September 8 th from
5-7:30. This fall we will continue in partnership with the South Middleton School District with 5 th quarter
parties. Also, we will have some family movie nights, babysitting nights, and fun youth group activities. Check
out the Youth Bulletin board for more information and ways you can help!
****************************************************************************************************************

Bright Beginnings Child Care of Carlisle
Hello from BBCCC! Well, the kids are all looking forward to going back to school and the sounds of the buses
will soon fill the air! What a wonderful fall season we are headed into. The day care kids are all still enjoying
time outdoors and will be celebrating Grandparent’s day soon with a special morning visit. We will once again
be having our fall festival with a hayride, games and activities followed by Thanksgiving celebrations. A look
into the upcoming holiday season brings excitement of our annual Christmas program which will be here on
December 6th at 6 PM.
BBCCC is looking to hire additional full time and part time employees who have a minimum 2 years experience
working with children outside of their own family members. We are looking to hire employees with at least a
minimum of an Associates degree in early childhood, or another human services field. Applicants must be
able to provide FBI, Child abuse and police background clearances.

Please send resumes to Kimberley

Hudson at Khudson@otterbeinumccarlisle.org or feel free to call the day care office at 717-258-8216 x 3.
Wishing everyone a wonderful and happy fall!
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Volunteers for September & October
Ushers
8:30 am Service - September: Ty Trainor,
captain, Bob Brown, Jerry Christopher, Chloe
Duncan, Bob Enders, Neil Mast, Don Steinour,
Paul Zullinger
8:30 am Service – October: Chester
Raudabaugh, captain, Lee Chronister, Doug

Mailbox Reminder
All committee chairs are reminded to check the
mailboxes in the library weekly for
correspondence.

Don’t forget your canned fruit for Project

Fickel, Gary Morrow, Bob Moyer, Mary Moyer,

SHARE. Our monthly goal is 100 cans. There

Rick Singiser, Don Steinour

are containers in the narthex and in the gym.

10:45 am Service – Gym door greeters for
September: Sept. 1 Michelle & Jeff Baker, Sept.

The monthly deadlines are as follows:
September 15th and October 13th.

8 Hackman Family, Sept. 15 Alice & Jay
Franklin, Sept. 22 Volunteer Needed, Sept. 29
no 10:45 am worship service because of Rise
Against Hunger food packing event.
10:45 am Service – Ushers for September:
Sept. 1 Michelle & Jeff Baker, Sept. 8 Hackman
Family, Sept. 15 Alice & Jay Franklin, Sept. 22
Volunteer Needed, Sept. 29 no 10:45 am
worship service because of Rise Against

Altar Flowers
Sept. 1 Don & Jane Steinour
Sept. 8 Connie Calaman
Sept. 15 Leona Mlynek
Sept. 22 Dean & Vicky Clepper
Sept. 29 Lee & Lana Chronister

Hunger food packing event.
Oct. 6 Vicki Ciecierski & John McCoy
Oct. 13 Wayne & Shirley Fickel

----------------------------------Sunday Morning Worship Services:
Worship Services are every Sunday morning
at 8:30 am for traditional worship in the sanctuary
and 10:45 am for the contemporary worship
service, called The Gathering, in the gym. Our Soul

Café, located in the gym, is open from 9:15 am
until 9:45 am.
Sunday School for all ages is from 9:45 am
until 10:45 am all year long.

Oct. 20 Bob & Barb Loy
Oct. 27 Steve & Maureen Metzker
Flowers come from Georges’ Flowers.
Please call them directly at 717-243-2626
with special requests.
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Thank You Notes to Otterbein

We received Thank You notes from the following local organizations for our ongoing support (paid quarterly):
Mission Central, Community CARES, Project SHARE, Samaritan Fellowship, Safe Harbour, Salvation Army, and
the United Methodist Home for Children.
“Dear Otterbein Friends
Thank you so much for your cards, phone calls, expressions of sympathy and offers of food, help and
support during Jim’s dad’s hospital stay and following his passing. Your prayers and concern made us aware
of just how blessed we are. Thank you.” – Jim & Marcia Compton
“Dear Otterbein Family
I sincerely appreciate and thank you for your prayers, gifts and help during my recent hospitalization
and rehabilitation. Your many visits, cards, flowers and meals were beneficial in my recovery and truly reflect
your loving concern for a fellow Christian. Likewise, I thank the prayer shawl ladies for the beautiful and warm
light blue shawl. Thanks also to Pastor Joe for his visits and assistance to me in the hospital. Pastor Bruce
also!” - Yours in Christian Love, Maryann Newsome (the Hat Lady)
“My Church Family
Thanks so much for your calls, your visits, your cards, your words of encouragement and the many
prayers that went out for Lee. There aren’t enough words to express how much these things meant to our
family.” – God Bless, Connie Calaman & Family

Sunday Sanctuary Musical
Performances

Sunday Contemporary
Musical Performances

8:30 am
Sept. 1

Celebration Winds, directed by
Harold Edwards

10:45 am
Sept. 1

His House

Sept. 8

Lumina

Sept. 15

His House and

Sept. 8

Adult Choir, directed by

Sept. 15

TBD

Sept. 22

Lumina

Sept. 22

Bells of Otterbein, directed by

Sept. 29

NO worship service because of

Andrew Vensel

Children & Youth Choirs

Tammy Ham
Sept. 29
Oct. 6

TBD
Celebration Winds, directed by
Harold Edwards

Oct. 13

Rise Against Hunger food packing
Oct. 6

His House

Oct. 13

Lumina

Oct. 20

His House and

Adult Choir, directed by
Andrew Vensel

Oct. 20

TBD

Oct. 27

Bells of Otterbein, directed by
Tammy Ham

Children & Youth Choirs
Oct. 27

Lumina
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Missions Updates and Opportunities
Tangier Island 2019 Mission Report
The team of 33 missionaries from seven area churches, including four volunteers from OUMC,
successfully completed the 5th Annual one-week trip to Tangier Island, VA in late June. The goal of the trip was
primarily spiritual -- to grow closer to Christ, to serve as a team across many denominations, and to serve all
people in need on the remote and unique Tangier Island. Service projects included light construction, roofing,
plumbing, electrical work, doors and windows, decks and stairs to make things “safer, dryer and warmer” for
the older folks living on the island with little or no access to repair services. The team also provided visitation
and gift bags to all 32 older shut-ins, provided a “Teen Challenge” to all young adults through devotions with
bonfires on the beach, and a kid’s “Fun Day” of sports and activities for the younger children. To engage with
the population, the team also hosted a Talent Show and Around-the-Island-Fun-Run. All activities had an
element of prayer and fellowship. From a purely spiritual perspective, the team completed two devotionals
daily with each other, and then provided music and the message during one of the Swain United Methodist
Church services on Sunday. The team worked well together with everyone, age 10-65, adding value to this
mission. We thank the Lord for guiding and protecting the team! God willing, the team plans on going again in
June of 2020. If you would like to serve, see Mike Marra or e-mail marraclan@hotmail.com

Apple Tree – Back to School Clothing Initiative
The Mission Committee wishes to express our gratitude and appreciation for your support and
engagement with this very special initiative. The Committee and our congregation have been engaged with
the South Middleton School District for over 9 years. Our sole purpose is to try and assist local children and
families in need, by lending a hand. Having new clothes to start the school year helps level the playing field
and makes everyone feel a little special. It takes a village to help students head to school with their heads
held high, ready to learn and eager to engage. As you may recall, this year we helped clothe (26) students; 7
more than last year.
Thanks to all those who participated with this effort. Our willingness to share God’s love and bounty is
what makes Otterbein such a special place. In addition, the Committee wishes to extend a special thanks to
those Congregation members who were willing and able to take 2, 3 and in some case 4, “Apples” this year.
You have all made a difference in a child’s life! We thank you!

Red Bird Mission – Collection for Community Thrift Store
The Mission Committee is once again collecting donations to be delivered to Red Bird Mission
Community Thrift Store. We are looking for gently used clothing & shoes, books, furniture & household items.
Please NO tvs! John & Melanie Hackman will be set up in Otterbein's parking lot the evenings of Oct 8th, 9th &
10th from 5-7 pm. If you have a large amount of items or require help getting your items to the church please
contact the Hackmans. John 717-706-4105, Melanie 717-448-5827 Mel92774@gmail.com
Reach out with any questions!

Mission Committee is in need of volunteers. If you would like to become a part of this very active
group, please contact any member of the committee.
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Missions Updates and Opportunities

(continued)

Are your ready to Rise Up on September 29th? It’s meal packing time again!!! We
need volunteers for this Rise Against Hunger event, so make sure to mark your
calendars and plan to join in the fun while we do our part to help reduce world
hunger. Our goal is to have 75-90 volunteers and enough donations to cover the
cost of the event. Below are details for this event:
EVENT DETAILS:
•

The event is held in our gym and we will start around 9:45 am following the 8:30 am worship service
and we plan to finish by 11:00 am (no contemporary service this day).

•

We will then continue with fellowship over light desserts and beverages in the gym. Requesting
individually wrapped desserts to share.

•

We have contracted to do 10,000+ meals. Yellow or green donation envelopes to help offset the cost
of the materials are located in the pew racks and throughout the church. Please pray and provide what
you are called to give for this wonderful event.

SUPPORT:
•

New this year! Online registration can be found at: http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/CarlislePA

•

Also, traditional sign-up sheets will be located on the Missions bulletin board by Room 8 and next to
Leslie’s office. If you choose to sign up at the church, please sign both the sign-up sheet and the
waiver form by 9/22/19. This will save time for committee members and ease traffic flow on
September 29th.
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Servant’s Corner
•

Outreach Task Force: Since 2007, we have delivered over 480 loaves of bread to our first-time
visitors. Please contact the church office with any suggestions or to become part of this outreach
ministry.

•

Blood Donor Club #412, remember to give our number when donating. We have received 15 units
towards our 2019 quota. When you donate, remember to give our club number 412. Did you know:
Just ONE pint of blood donated by “YOU” could save up to FOUR lives. Contact Wayne Schwartz (717258-3987) with questions.

Getting Involved
Upcoming Meeting Schedule:

Bible Studies
We are ready to get back into the swing of things.

Administrative Council – Nov. 17 at 1:30 pm
Meets quarterly
Bright Beginnings Daycare Board – Nov. 18, 6:30 pm
Meets quarterly

Tuesday morning Bible study will begin September
10th at 9:15 am, we finish at 11 am. We meet in the
library and would enjoy any person that would like to
join us. Join a group that prays for, encourages

Christian Education Comm. – as needed

others and enjoys exploring the Word of God. If you

Communications Comm. – as needed

would like to learn more contact Edna Brehm at 717-

Contemporary Worship Comm. – TBD

249-8299, 717-448-3808 or email at:

Finance Committee – Oct. 23 at 6:30 pm

samiam2108@gmail.com

Meets quarterly
Missions Committee – Sept. 24 at 7:00 pm
Meets

4th

Tuesday monthly

Sunday School for All Ages
Sunday school for all ages meets on Sundays at 9:45

Springville Cemetery Assoc. – as needed

am. Classes for children and youth by age group and

Staff Parish Relations Comm. – as needed

four different adult classes are available most every

Trustees – Sept. 25 at 7:00 pm

Sunday.

United Methodist Women – Sept. 10 at 7:00 pm
Worship Committee – Nov. 6 at 6:00 pm

Soul Cafe
Sundays from 9:15 am to 9:45 am in the Gym. Food

Please note that all newsletter information is
due in the church office by the 15th of the
month. Newsletters are written bi-monthly.

donations are greatly appreciated. See Allegra Juday
to complete details.
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From our Children & Youth Choirs Director
Hello Everyone!!
Hope you all enjoyed your summer! We are ready to begin singing again during Sunday School starting
Sunday, August 18! I look forward to seeing all of you again and hope you will all be able to join us!!!
Below you will find the choir schedule! The Youth will be singing in the choir room each Sunday before Sunday
School at about 9:30 and the Children will be singing at the end of Sunday School at about 10:15! These
practices will be held even on the Sundays we sing. We will be singing during the 10:45 service on the third
Sunday of the coming months! We hope as we all get back together that we will be able to talk about our
singing schedule and add singing at the 8:30 service at some point in our year!
Children/Youth Choir Schedule
Sunday, September 15-10:45 service (meet in choir room at 10:30)-Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God
Sunday, October 20-10:45 service
Sunday, November 17-10:45 service
Sunday, December 15-10:45 service
Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24-6:30-Children only (meet by 6:15 in choir room)
9:00-Youth only (meet by 8:45 in choir room)
Please feel free to call me at any point with any questions or concerns you may have!
Susan Durham
717-385-2350
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For the Record
Membership:

From the Trustees:
1. Replacement of the membrane roof above the

(Count is 576)

church offices, library, classrooms, kitchen and

Welcome New Members: Cooper Smith, Luke Bond,
Daniel Mast, RaeAnne Hudson, Lydia Anderson,
James Snyder IV, Skylar Snyder, Norman & Virginia
Kelley, Neil & Christina Mast.

choir room. This roof was original to the church
(21 years old), and had chronic leaks. We would
like to thank Kim and the Daycare Board for
their generous monetary contribution to the
project.

Our Sympathies to the Margaret “Peg” Wilson and Ann
2. The Boy Scouts, along with other volunteers,

Cummins families.

conducted a major spring cleanup of the

Finance Committee Report

exterior church grounds as well as gymnasium.

Thru July 2019 vs. Thru July 2018

Church Income for 2019

$460,648**

Church Expenses for 2019

$417,193*

The trustees continue to be grateful for the Boy
Scouts' service projects around Otterbein.
3. A church wide spring cleanup was

**includes a $45,000 bequest

Church Income for 2018
Church Expenses for 2018

coordinated and completed by 20+ volunteers
from the church. This annual cleanup effort is

$364,234
$378,158*

Daycare Income for 2019

$206,585

Daycare Expenses for 2019

$233,121

crucial to the maintenance of the building.
Thank you to everyone who coordinated and
participated!
4. The Otterbein grass is always freshly mowed
and looking good thanks to a group of

Daycare Income for 2018

$249,345

volunteers from the congregation. We

Daycare Expenses for 2018

$292,451

appreciate all of their time and effort in not only
mowing our grass, but maintaining our lawn
equipment as well.

*figures include mortgage principal payments and
additional payments on mortgage debt.
Income includes Capital Campaign income

Mortgage balance as of 7/31/2019:
Building $378,711.52

Attendance for July
9:00 Sanctuary

9:00 Gymnasium

Sunday School

July 7

167

55

50

July 14

140

91

59

July 21

135

54

45

July 28

143

46

35
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Otterbein UMC
647 Forge Road
Carlisle, PA 17015
Phone:
717-258-6704
E-Mail:
office@otterbeinumccarlisle.org
Website:
ottumc.org
Facebook:
Otterbein.UMC.Carlisle

Staff
Rev. Bruce Fensterbush
bfensterbush@susumc.org
Emergency number: 717-659-7695
Connie Vail, Children’s Ministry Director

x 104

children@otterbeinumccarlisle.org
Megan Wilson, Youth Ministries Director

x 103

youth@otterbeinumccarlisle.org
Leslie Conway, Admin. Asst./Treasurer

x 101

office@otterbeinumccarlisle.org
Kim Hudson, Bright Beginnings Child Care

x 105

khudson@otterbeinumccarlisle.org
Brendan Warren, Contemporary Worship Coordinator
gathering@otterbeinumccarlisle.org
Allegra Juday, Lay Ministries Coordinator
ajuday@otterbeinumccarlisle.org

Worship Services
Sunday 8:30 a.m. Traditional Sanctuary Service
Sunday 10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service in the Gym
Sunday School for all ages 9:45 a.m.

