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Pastor’s Message

by Rev. Bruce Fensterbush

What really happened at the 2019 special General Conference? The following information represents, to the
best of my knowledge, what happened and what is going to happen next.
During the final session of the General Conference on Tuesday, February 26, the legislation called “The
Traditional Plan” was passed by a vote of 438 to 384. A motion was then adopted by a vote of 405 to 395
requesting a “declaratory decision from the Judicial Council on the constitutionality, meaning, application,
and effect of the Traditional Plan as amended. The Judicial Council will issue a declaratory decision during
its April 23 – 26, 2019 session.
The Judicial Council had previously ruled on the constitutionality of the Traditional Plan petitions on two
prior occasions. First, in Decision 1366, the Judicial Council reviewed the constitutionality of these
petitions at the request of the Council of Bishops. Second, in Decision 1377, the Judicial Council reviewed
the constitutionality of these petitions at the request of the Legislative Committee of the special General
Conference. Pursuant to ¶ 508 of the Discipline, those portions of the Amended Traditional Plan declared
constitutional by the Judicial Council will be effective on January 1, 2020.
It is unlikely that the Judicial Council will overrule the two previous decisions so the following represent the
parts of the Traditional Plan that will go into effect on January 1:
90032 (expanding the definition of self-avowed, practicing homosexual)
90036 (prohibiting bishops from consecrating as a bishop a person who is a self-avowed,
practicing homosexual, or from commissioning or ordaining a person the Board of Ordained
Ministry has determined is a self-avowed, practicing homosexual or fails to carry out the
disciplinary mandated examination)
90042 (establishing minimum penalties for performing a homosexual or same-sex wedding
ceremony)
90043 (prohibiting the Board of Ordained Ministry from approving or recommending any person for
candidacy, licensing, or ordination who does not meet qualifications for ministry based on full
examination and thorough inquiry, and requires the bishop to rule any unqualified candidate out of
order and not eligible to be acted upon by the clergy session)
90045 (requires a just resolution to state all identified harms and how they shall be addressed)
90046 (requires the complainant to be a party to the just resolution process and that every effort
be made to have the complainant agree to any resolution before it takes effect)
(Continued on page 4)
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Christian Education News
Adult Sunday School Classes – New class members are always welcome! Please do not think you have to wait
for a new study to join! Check out all the classes until you find a class just right for you. Classes meet from
9:45 to 10:45 every Sunday morning.
L.I.F.E. Living in Faith Everyday Adult Class (Room 12/13 in the gym area)
Format of class: Life Application Discussion/DVD
Leader: Heather Housel
Study Starting April 28: Irresistible by Andy Stanley
(see description below)
B.A.S.I.C. Brothers and Sisters in Christ Adult Class (Room 8)
Format of class: Discussion/DVD
Leader: Harry Owens
Current Study: Irresistible by Andy Stanley
Once upon a time there existed a version of our faith worth living and dying for, something the world found
irresistible. Men and women pursued it at the risk of persecution, job loss, and eviction from their homes,
temples, and society. What if we actually followed their lead? Perhaps it would change how we read the Bible?
Perhaps it would help us understand our own faith and what we believe? Perhaps we would change the world
again?
In Irresistible, pastor and author Andy Stanley shows how distortions of the gospel have left us with an anemic
version of Christianity that undermines our credibility and our evangelistic effectiveness. He takes readers on a
fascinating journey back in time to recover a faith so rich, so dynamic, so disruptive, that it could not be
ignored, marginalized, or eradicated. Rather than working harder to make Christianity more interesting, we
need to recover what once made faith in Jesus irresistible to the world.
Loyal Bible Adult Class (Room 9/10)
Format of class: Lecture
Leader: Rotating Leaders – See Wayne Schwartz for details
Current Study: The International Uniform Series believes the Bible is the record of God in Christ, the
key resource for understanding the Christian faith, being under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and the
fellowship of His Spirit. This fall quarter is concentrated on the theme God’s World and God’s People in
the Old Testament and study Scripture passages from Genesis.
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Children’s Activities

by Connie Vail

Vacation Bible School is coming July 8th - 12th, from 9 am to 11 am, for all kids ages 3 to 11. The theme this
year is Athens: Paul's Dangerous Journey to Share the Truth.
Many volunteers are needed for this event since we will be teaming up with Bright Beginnings Child Care and
have lots of participants.
Clearances are required for all children's activities but can be obtained online, are free of charge and are good
for 5 years.

**************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

Hospitality Volunteers Needed
for the
2019 Susquehanna Annual Conference
Thursday, May 30th – Saturday, June 1st

Hi Friends,
My good friend, Sue Barnes, and I, are looking for Volunteers to help with Hospitality at Annual Conference Thursday, May 30th – Saturday, June 1st at The Hershey Lodge (Convention Center), Hershey, PA. Volunteer
times are usually scheduled for 3 hour increments. If you are available, you can sign up for multiple days and
times. We would be so grateful for your assistance! Our Hospitality Hosts make a huge difference in the
organization, experience, and atmosphere of Annual Conference.
* If you are interested, and/or have questions, please contact me:
Kit Fensterbush: (717) 793-0185 (cell); Email: kafhome1@comcast.net
Thank you for considering this volunteer opportunity! Your service will be a gift to all who attend Annual
Conference!
Looking forward to working with you,
Kit
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90047 (grants the church right of appeal based on egregious errors of church law or administration)
Additionally, the special General Conference adopted an amended petition 90037 (requiring that
persons nominated to boards of ordained ministry certify he or she will uphold, enforce and maintain
the Discipline in its entirety, including but not limited to all qualifications for ordination).
The special General Conference also adopted legislation providing an exit ramp for local churches. The
legislation was “effective as of the close of the 2019 General Conference.”
The following petitions, adopted by the special General Conference, are likely to be held unconstitutional by
the Judicial Council:
90033 (provides process by which the Council of Bishops places a bishop in the retired relationship
with or without their consent – no right of appeal provided)
90034 (provides process by which the Council of Bishops places a bishop in an involuntary leave status
– no right of appeal provided)
90035 (provided a process for accountability for bishops through the Council of Bishops; constitutional
issue – no right of appeal provided)
90038 (requires Board of Ordained Ministry to conduct an examination to ascertain whether an
individual is a practicing homosexual and certify that the examination has occurred; prohibits
recommendation of an individual to clergy session if it is determined that the individual is a practicing
homosexual)
90039 and 90040 (requires annual conference to certify that the bishop nominates only persons to
Board of Ordained Ministry who upholds, enforces, and maintains the Discipline related to ordination
and marriage of practicing homosexuals, and imposes consequences for failing to do so)
What Now? As a denomination we are in a season of waiting. For now, the teachings of the United Methodist
Church on the definition of marriage, ordination standards, and sexual ethics remain as they were before the
special General Conference. The Judicial Council will decide if the changes approved by the General
Conference in February become church law next January.
Till then, I would ask that you join me in continuing to pray for God’s guidance as we work together to discern
the future for our denomination and for our congregation always trusting in God’s love for every person and
His desire for us to love one another as Christ loved us.
Till next time.

Pastor Bruce
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News & Notes
MS Support Group. No meeting in May.

The

Cash for Causes Fundraiser: We are participating in
Giant Food Stores “Cash for Causes” community

Administrative Council is scheduled to meet on
Sunday, May

19th

at 1:30 pm in room 8. The

fundraising program, as well as the Karns Gift Card
Community fundraiser program. For each gift card we

meeting minutes and other handouts will be

sell, we keep 5% to use as we choose. Cards are

emailed to council members prior to the meeting.

available in $25 and $50 amounts. Otterbein has decided
to use the money to purchase equipment for the church.

Blood Pressure Screenings are the first Sunday
of the month at 10:10 am in the cry room.

Gift cards are to be used for everyday purchases like
groceries and gas. They are available for purchase the
first Sunday of the month in the narthex and anytime
during the week in the office. This is a great fundraising
opportunity for us. So far, we have raised over $7,700.

Seniors/Singles Group No meeting in May. Next
meeting is Tuesday, June 4th at 11:30 am at The Rustic

Receive “Otterbein Updates” via email - We
currently have some email addresses for those who
attend Otterbein and we are looking for more. A new
system is being put in place to improve how we can,
from time to time, send news and updates out by
email. If you are currently receiving messages from
Otterbein, we already have your address. For those
that would like to be added to this list, there are
several ways you can subscribe to this service. We
will have signup forms on the website
(www.ottumc.org) and on the Otterbein.UMC.Carlisle
facebook page. Opportunity to subscribe will also be
made available at our welcome stations. Submitted
email addresses will be appropriately treated as
private information and, if after trying this service
you find this is not for you, there is the option to opt

out at any time. Please consider adding your
preferred email address to our list - we would like to
keep you in the loop for what is going on at
Otterbein.

Tavern.

Welcome Allegra Juday!! Please join us in welcoming
Allegra Juday as our new Lay Ministries Coordinator. You
will find her on Sunday mornings in both worship
services or she can be reached by email at:
ajuday@otterbeinumccarlisle.org

National Day of Prayer will be observed on Thursday,
May 2nd at Veterans Square in Carlisle. We will be
gathering over the lunch hour in the courtyard with the
prayer observance being from 12:15 to 12:45 pm. Come
and support your fellow believers with your prayers and
attendance. We need to continually be praying for our
troops, leaders, our nation and the world.

New Member Classes Join us each Sunday morning in
May at 9:45 am for “First Steps” a class designed for
those wishing to join Otterbein UMC and/or those
wanting to know more about Otterbein UMC. See Allegra
Juday to register.
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United Methodist Women

by Alice Franklin

The 2019 Mother Daughter Banquet will be on Tuesday, May 14th at 6 pm in the multi-purpose room of
Otterbein. This is always a great evening of food, fellowship, and fun! A hot dinner will be provided followed
by a short program. All women are invited attend. A ticket will be required and are $10.00 for adults and
$5.00 for children 12 and under. Tickets can be purchased through either Allegra Juday or Alice Franklin and
will be available for purchase in the Soul Cafe following service. We hope to see you there!

Youth Ministries

By Megan Wilson

I want to say a big thank you to everyone at Otterbein for welcoming me into this new role of Director
of Youth Ministries. It has been such a blessing so far and I am looking forward to more moments with the
youth! We have had a busy spring season so far. We started a mid-week gathering on Tuesdays that occurred
every Tuesday in February and March where we talked about various topics. Also, we started serving the
community more on Saturday mornings partnering with Project Share! Thank you to everyone who came out to
support the Youth Group at the Dinner Theatre on March 16th!
We are now working through the Simon Peter series (youth edition) during our gatherings on Sunday
nights which will conclude that on Palm Sunday! In April we are having an in-church spring retreat themed,
“One Step”, where we will learn about taking steps of faith and highlighting Peter’s life. Also, come enjoy the
Easter Sunrise Service that the youth group will be leading. In May we are looking forward to a Family Movie
Night, Youth Sunday, and celebrating our graduating seniors!!
Thank you again for all your love, support, and prayers for the youth group. They are all uniquely
amazing and have touched my life already!
****************************************************************************************************************

Bright Beginnings Child Care of Carlisle
We are looking forward to welcoming Spring after the cold winter months. The kids are looking forward to the
Easter Egg Hunt in April. Thank you in advance to everyone who is willing to donate candy and
prizes. Additional donations are always welcomed and deeply appreciated. BBCCC is always in need of
sidewalk chalk, Clorox wipes, tissues, and healthy snacks/drinks if anyone is interested. We are also
accepting enrollments for 3 & 4 year olds at the end of August. Spots are limited and do fill quickly. Our
preschool class will be looking forward to their graduation ceremony here at the day care on Friday, May
17th. What an awesome time this is for the kids and their families. In the past, you may have noticed
information on coming in to volunteer your time for a morning (or more) to see what the kids enjoy doing
during the day. BBCCC will be closed on May 27th to observe the Memorial day holiday. Wishing you all have a
blessed holiday weekend!
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Volunteers for May
Ushers
8:30 am Service - May: Richard Johnson,
captain, Eric Behrenshausen, Bob Enders, Lee
Chronister, Joe Newsome, Maryann Newsome,
Joe Shughart, Richard Snyder
10:45 am Service – Gym door greeters for May:
May 5 Amy, Kirk & Emmett Baker, May 12 Joe &

Mailbox Reminder
All committee chairs are reminded to check the
mailboxes in the library weekly for
correspondence.

Don’t forget your canned fruit for Project

Ava Packowski, May 19 Goodman Family, May

SHARE. Our monthly goal is 100 cans. There

26 Coolidge Family

are containers in the narthex and in the gym.

10:45 am Service – Ushers for May:
May 5 Volunteer Needed, May 12 Joe & Ava

The monthly deadlines are as follows:
May 12th.

Packowski, May 19 Goodman Family, May 26
Coolidge Family

----------------------------------Sunday Morning Worship Services:
Worship Services are every Sunday morning
at 8:30 am for traditional worship in the sanctuary
and 10:45 am for the contemporary worship
service, called The Gathering, in the gym. Our Soul

Café, located in the gym, is open from 9:15 am
until 9:45 am.
Sunday School for all ages is from 9:45 am
until 10:45 am all year long.

Please take note of the new
worship times!!

Altar Flowers
May 5 Clarence Raudabaugh
May 12 Steve & Brenda Brehm
May 19 Rev. Joe & Martha Kugle
May 26 Martha Thomas
Flowers come from Georges’ Flowers.
Please call them directly at 717-243-2626
with special requests. The cost per Sunday
is $44 plus tax, billed directly from
Georges’ Flowers (price is for 2017).
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Thank You Notes to Otterbein
We received Thank You notes from the following local organizations for our ongoing support (paid quarterly):
Mission Central, Community CARES, Project SHARE, Samaritan Fellowship, Safe Harbour, Salvation Army,
United Methodist Home for Children.
“Friends of Otterbein – Thank you for your prayers, thoughts and cards with kind written notes to me and my
family in the passing of my mother. Thank you is probably something you hear all the time, but today when I
say these two words, just know they mean more than you know.” – Barb Loy
“Thanks to the members of Otterbein for the cards of well wishing. Thanks to the ladies for the beautiful
prayer shawl. Also, thanks to Pastor Joe for the visits. Hope to see you soon.” – Paul Shumberger
“The family of Jo Anne Bair would like to thank the congregation at Otterbein United Methodist Church for all
of the cards, prayers and expressions of sympathy since her passing to a better life with Christ. A very special
thank you to Leslie for all of her help, to Pastor Kugle for all the visits to the hospitals, rehab and our home.
And finally, a special thank you to Pastor Dennis for his guidance and for being there for her during her
journey at Otterbein and at the funeral. May God Bless you all.” – Ken, Joseph and Richard Bair
“Dear New Church Family and Friends – I am overwhelmed by your love, support, prayers, and delicious soups
you have given me during my recent illness. Be assured your care is providing the healing I need! I am so
anxious to return to worship, Sunday school, and to the life of Otterbein UMC! You are such precious people! I
look forward to a full recovery and extending the beautiful love and grace to you and to others that you so
freely gave to me! Your friend in Christ” – Kit Fensterbush
“Dear Pastor Bruce and the members of Otterbein United Methodist Church – We are so very sorry to hear of
the death of Pastor Dennis – it was a shock to all of us! We want you to know that Mt. Zion is keeping you in
our prayers in this time of bereavement. May the promise of the Resurrection comfort you and give you peace.
God’s Peace & Blessing” – Pastor Debbie

Sunday Sanctuary Musical Performances
Sanctuary Worship Services 8:30 am
May 5

Celebration Winds, directed by Harold Edwards

May 12

Children & Youth Choirs, directed by Susan Durham

May 19

Youth Sunday with special music

May 26

Adult Choir, directed by Andrew Vensel
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Missions Updates and Opportunities
The Mission Committee is urging you to get involved. Please plan to participate in some of our upcoming
Mission Events and activities.
Salvation Army- Personal Hygiene Collection: The Missions Committee will be collecting much needed personal
hygiene items for the Salvation Army. The collection period I set for (4) weeks and is set to run from April 21
through May 12, 2019.

Please purchase new, full-size or family-size items and drop them in one of the

designated Collection Boxes, located in the Narthex and Gathering Place. We need the following items: Body
Wash, Toothpaste, Hair Conditioner, Hair Shampoo, Razors, Shaving Cream, Deodorant (Male & Female) and
Underwear (Male & Female). Thanks in advance for your generous donations.
Upcoming Mission Trips:
On February 3, 2019, we held our first Mission Trip- Informational Meeting. All (3) LEADS outlined their vision
for the Trips, relaying some of the goals and opportunities available and the many benefits of participation.
Additional prep and planning meetings should be expected for each Trip.
NEED HELP?
Please note that the Mission Committee understands that participation in a Mission Trip can be a financial
hardship for many, especially families. The Committee can provide some financial assistance to those who
register to participate and request it. Letters of Request should be written to the Committee and addressed to

Beth Helterbran- Mission Chair for Otterbein UMC. Please remember to outline in your letter, your affiliation
with Otterbein UMC. You must to be committed and registered for a Trip before funds can be released. To
date, the maximum allowance per individual is $150/year.
In 2019, there are (3) Mission Trips scheduled. The registration deadlines for the first two have already passed,
but you can still sign-up for the Washington, NC – Hurricane Relief trip (deadline is April 30). You are asked to
prayerfully consider taking time from your busy life, to give back directly to others in need.
Washington, NC- Hurricane Relief- First Year for Otterbein to participate
Lead: Pastor Bruce & Kit
Dates: August 11-17, 2019
Numbers: (10-15)

Adults & Teens welcome

Costs: $350/person- covers transportation costs, room and board, construction materials and supplies
needed to complete the projects planned for the week. Registration and Deposit accepted by Servants, Inc. of
Red Lion, PA.
Expected work to be performed/skills needed: Construction Skills- decking, ramp building, wooden fence
installation, General Labor- minor building repairs, painting, lawn clean-up and general site clean-up; Kitchen
Help. Projects will be organized by Servants, Inc. Passenger Van is expected for transport.
Housing: Dormitory Style with Bunk Beds- Need Linen
Registration DEADLINE: April 30, 2019; $100 Deposit is required
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Missions Updates and Opportunities

(Continued)

Many thanks to all those in the Otterbein Family who participated and help finance our most recent Mission
Events. They included the following:
“Hoops,

Scoops & Cake for Everyone”

Otterbein Family-The Mission Committee wishes to thank all those who helped make “Hoops, Scoops and
Cake for Everyone” a very special event! This past Sunday, without threat of snow, nearly (80) Adults, Youth
and Children attended a fun-filled afternoon of games, ice cream eating and fellowship in the gymnasium.
Our goal was to provide information about our three upcoming Mission Trips and Rise Against Hunger, as
well as, raise funds to help offset costs for those who want to participate in this year’s trips. Based on our
preliminary count, we raised over $2,100 at our event. We are excited to share these funds with the Teens
and Adults who are registering now.
Many thanks to Joe Packowski, who took the lead on the event and who spent months planning, organizing
and scheduling the activities, securing the volunteers and soliciting assistance for the day. Thanks to Megan,
Brendan, Youth Group Members and all Volunteers who helped with set-up, registration, scooping ice cream,
cleaning up and “other duties as assigned”.
A very special thank you to Dan Monken who was our Auctioneer for the day. He did a fabulous job and
even seemed to enjoy himself. And last but not least were all those Cake Bakers who took time out of their
busy lives to make cakes and other goodies for the Auction. We had (35) submissions, with several bakers
donating more than one item to the auction.

In addition, there were a good many Teen Bakers, who

submitted some beautiful cakes. We had some extremely creative, interesting, bizarre and tasty donations!
As many of you may not have gotten to see these Baked Treasures, we hope to have photos posted of most
of them in the near future on the Mission Bulletin Board. Hope you’ll come take a look!
And here is the Break-Down of Winners- Don’t forget to congratulate them!
Best in Show- Marcia Compton
Most Creative- Joanna Anderson
Funniest- Ava and Bella Packowski
Most in Need of Professional Help- Aaron Mast

Rise Against Hunger- Meal Packing Event; March 31, 2019- Lead- Kathy Singiser
As most of you know, we have been participating in this activity since October, 2015. The March event was
the 8th event for our church. You are reminded these meals are distributed to school age children around
the world.

Although we initially packed 10,000 meals, we have gone as high as 18,000 meals, but

traditionally at most events, we pack and ship 15,000. We want to share with you that we have been facing
rising costs for these events, however. This Spring, the costs of materials and supplies has risen over $800
from the Fall, 2018 event and now totals over $5,100. As a Congregation, you have continued to donate
generously to cover these and volunteer your time and efforts during these events. The Mission Committee
appreciates and thanks you for your continued support.
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Servant’s Corner
•

Outreach Task Force: Since 2007, we have delivered over 480 loaves of bread to our first-time
visitors. Please contact the church office with any suggestions or to become part of this outreach
ministry.

•

Blood Donor Club #412, remember to give our number when donating. We have received 13 units
towards our 2019 quota. When you donate, remember to give our club number 412. Did you know:
On average, the donation process takes less than 1 hour to complete. The actual blood donation is 510 minutes. Contact Wayne Schwartz (717-258-3987) with questions.

Getting Involved

Upcoming Meeting Schedule:

Bible Studies
Come join us on Tuesday mornings at 9:15 for our

Administrative Council – May 19 at 1:30 pm
Meets quarterly
Bright Beginnings Daycare Board – May 20, 6:30 pm
Meets quarterly

study of God's Word. As a group we enjoy learning
not only His Word, but enjoy the sharing and unity
with each other in our faith journey. We start at 9:15
and end at 11:00. We meet in the Library. Look

Christian Education Comm. – as needed

forward to seeing you there. If you would like to learn

Communications Comm. – as needed

more contact Edna at 717-249-8299 or email at:

Contemporary Worship Comm. – TBD

samiam2108@gmail.com

Finance Committee – May 12 at 9:45 am
Meets quarterly
Missions Committee – May 28 at 7:00 pm
Meets 4th Tuesday monthly

Sunday School for All Ages
Sunday school for all ages meets on Sundays at 9:45
am. Classes for children and youth by age group and

Springville Cemetery Assoc. – as needed

four different adult classes are available most every

Staff Parish Relations Comm. – as needed

Sunday.

Trustees – May 15 at 7:00 pm
United Methodist Women – May 14 at 6 pm for
Mother/Daughter Banquet
Meets 2nd Tuesday monthly except summer
Worship Committee – Aug. 28 at 6:00 pm

Please note that all newsletter information is
due in the church office by the 15th of the
month. Newsletters are written bi-monthly.

Soul Cafe
Sundays from 9:15 am to 9:45 am in the Gym.
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For the Record
Membership:

Memorial Donations: Thanks to everyone
making memorial donations in memory of Jean

(Count is 571)

Shearer, Jo Anne Bair, Randy Diehl, Marj

Our sympathies to the Jean Shearer, Esther Lebo, Marj
Kennedy, Oscar Hinkle, Jo Anne Bair, Rev. Dan
Dennis, Mary Fitzgerald, Lee Calaman and Jeanne

Kennedy, Oscar Hinkle, Rev. Dan Dennis, Mary
Fitzgerald, Jeanne Raudabaugh and Lee
Calaman.

Raudabaugh families.

Sunday Morning Schedule –
Finance Committee Report

New Times

Thru March 2019 vs. Thru March 2018

Church Income for 2019

$190,500

Church Expenses for 2019

$177,068*

Church Income for 2018
Church Expenses for 2018

$167,004
$157,891*

Daycare Income for 2019

$96,887

Daycare Expenses for 2019

$88,984

Daycare Income for 2018

$108,156

Daycare Expenses for 2018

$125,288

8:30 am traditional worship in
the sanctuary
9:15-9:45 am Soul Café
9:45-10:45 am Sunday school
10:45 am contemporary

*figures include mortgage principal payments and

worship “The Gathering” in

additional payments on mortgage debt.
Income includes Capital Campaign income

the gym.

Mortgage balance as of 3/31/2019:
Building $426,065.58

Attendance for March
9:00 Sanctuary

9:00 Gymnasium

Sunday School

March 3

182

91

100

March 10

157

77

107

March 17

175

104

108

March 24

183

82

109

March 31

244

0

0

Rise Against
Hunger

Otterbein UMC
647 Forge Road
Carlisle, PA 17015
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Staff
Rev. Bruce Fensterbush
bfensterbush@susumc.org
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Leslie Conway, Admin. Asst./Treasurer
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office@otterbeinumccarlisle.org
Kim Hudson, Bright Beginnings Child Care
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Sunday 8:30 a.m. Traditional Sanctuary Service
Sunday 10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service in the Gym
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